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Abstract:

Cybercrimes affecting state sovereignty represent one of
the most serious forms of modern criminal activity, as they
pose a direct threat to national security, political and
economic stability, and the integrity of governmental
institutions and digital infrastructure. These crimes have
evolved beyond traditional forms to include cyberattacks,
unauthorized access to governmental systems, cyber
espionage, dissemination of disinformation, and
interference in electoral processes, all of which aim to
undermine state authority or weaken its sovereign
functions.

The danger of such crimes lies in their transnational nature,
the difficulty of identifying perpetrators, and the rapid
development of the techniques used to commit them. These
factors create significant challenges for national legal
systems and law enforcement agencies. Moreover, such
crimes may be committed by individuals, organized
groups, or even state-sponsored actors, further
complicating legal and security responses.

This study aims to define cybercrimes affecting state
sovereignty, analyze their forms and legal elements, and
examine the position of national legislations, particularly
Iraqi law, in criminalizing such acts. It also explores
international efforts to combat these crimes, highlights the
challenges in their prosecution, and proposes mechanisms
to strengthen legal and technical protection against them.

Keywords: cybercrime, state sovereignty, cybersecurity,
cyberattacks, criminal law, national security.
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